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On October 1, the Bureau of Maternal 
and Child Fealth Resources began opera- 
tion. The elevation of MCH to bureau 
status places it at the same level of impor- 
tance as the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ bureaus of Indian Health, 
Health Professions, Resources Develop- 
ment and Health Care Delivery and Assist- 
ance — all of which come under the juris- 
diction of the Health Resources Services 
Administration. 

Although the elevation of MCH calls for 
no increase in personnel and budget, the 
move represents a renewed federal com- 
mitment toward ensuring improved 
maternal and child health. The Reagan 
Administration used the occasion of nation- 
al Child Health Day, October 5, to draw at- 
tention to maternal and child health needs, 
as well as the elevation of the MCH Bureau. 

In the official “Child Health Day” procla- 
mation released by President Reagan, the 
President declared that, ‘‘We should make 
every effort to ensure that all aspects of 
heaith services needed by a mother, infant 
or child — physical, psychosocial or finan- 
cial — are identified, properly provided and 
utilized when needed and where needed.” 
The President went on to note that as “a 
particular example of this Administration’s 
concern, Dr. Otis Bowen, Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, recently 
created the MCH Bureau which has, as a 
central element of its mission, the promo- 
tion of case managed perinatal care and 
care for infants and children with special 
health care needs. With community and 
state action and cooperation, and elevated 
levels of federal encouragement and sup- 
port, | believe and expect that real progress 
will be made.” 
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